Experientia 41 (1985), Birkhfiuser Verlag, CH-4010 Basel/Switzerland 419 MBH-I.min-l). Peripheral injection of NSD-1015 in a dose range of 100-200 mg-kg -E has also been shown to inhibit 5-HT oxidative-deamination as well as 5-HTP decarboxylation 17-19. This results in a linear increase in 5-HTP and a linear decrease in 5-HIAA white 5-HT levels remain unchanged (i.e., 'steady-state levels'). Thus, an obvious advantage in using a drug like NSD-1015, which inhibits both 5-HT synthesis and catabolism, to estimate 5-HT turnover rates is the avoidance of possible feedback effects on the rate of 5-HT synthesis. Our results also demonstrated decreased rates of 5-HT catabolism nocturnally. The rate of decline in 5-HIAA levels following pargyline administration is often used as a measure of 5-HT synthesis 2~ In our study, the estimated rates of 5-HT oxidative-deamination in NSD-1015 and pargyline treated rats were not significantly different either diurnally or nocturnally, suggesting that treatment with NSD-1015 inhibited 5-HT oxidative-deamination to a degree comparable with that due to treatment with pargyline. The discrepancies among regression coefficients obtained from the rise in 5-HTP levels and the decline in 5-HIAA levels after treatment with NSD-1015 could be explained by the existence of multiple pools of 5-HT with different turnover rates 21. (British Columbia V6T2B1, Canada), 20 September 1984 Summary. Two African species of Aspilia (Asteraceae), which are used medicinally by man and which are eaten by wild chimpanzees in an unusual manner, were found to contain the potent antibiotic thiarubrine A as a major leaf phytochemical. Its presence in leaf material strengthens the view that the feeding behavior of wild chimpanzees is related to special physiological or pharmacological effects on the animals.
Summary. Two African species of Aspilia (Asteraceae), which are used medicinally by man and which are eaten by wild chimpanzees in an unusual manner, were found to contain the potent antibiotic thiarubrine A as a major leaf phytochemical. Its presence in leaf material strengthens the view that the feeding behavior of wild chimpanzees is related to special physiological or pharmacological effects on the animals.
Key words. Aspilia; chimpanzees, feeding behavior; thiarubrine A.
In various parts of Africa, numerous species of the genus Aspilia (Heliantheae, Asteraceae) are used for medicinal purposes 2. 1 We thank Dr P. Kuchar (Somalia) for the collection of A.pluriseta.
